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Read more about Santa’s visit, all the Winners
in the 2nd Annual Holiday Home Decorating
Contest and the festive Holiday events last

month in this edition of Hoofbeats!

DLPOA Board of Directors

Babak Farrokh-Siar President
Jack McNamara Vice President
Adam Buckman Secretary
Kareena Dong Treasurer
Connor Lynch Board member
Jenny Litchfield Board member
Julia Vander Ploeg Board member

Benicio and Santino visiting Grandma and Grandpa
Dimmick on Buckskin Lane were thrilled to see
Santa!
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An update
from our
HOA
President:

Happy New
Year,
Neighbors!

I hope you
all had a
fantastic
end to 2024. It's been a couple of months
since my last update, and there's much to
share and recognize within our community.

First and foremost, I sincerely thank everyone
who contributed to making December and the
holiday season magical and memorable for us
all. Our neighborhood sparkled as we hosted
several fun holiday gatherings and events that
brought our cherished traditions—both new
and old—to life. From our vibrant holiday
party to our eagerly anticipated Santa on the
Lanes and the exciting Christmas lights
decoration contest, our neighborhood
transformed into a real-life Candy Cane Lane.
A special recognition goes out to the
wonderful neighbors who made this holiday
magic possible.

Thank you to Bethany Scott Herwegh and
Andrew Gombert for graciously hosting our
holiday party in their beautiful home! It was a
joyous evening filled with laughter, warmth,
and an incredible sense of community. A huge
thank you goes to the Litchfields, Vander
Ploegs, Ambroses, Mogfords, Fines,
Schwartzs, Carol Sefcheck, and Bruce for their
superb efforts in bringing the magic of Santa
to the Lanes this year. Santa and his elves
made quick work of their route, ensuring
every child left with a huge smile, a special
gift, and lasting memories. Special thanks to
Claire Litchfield for leading our Horseback
Caroling, and to the Litchfield, Buckman,
Mogford, Goldsmith, and Ambrose families for
spearheading our first-ever Christmas Tree
lighting ceremony—creating yet another
memorable event to unite our neighborhood.
Kudos to Ethan Pick for his diligent work
illuminating the Lanes with his Christmas
tree-lighting business and to Julie Hatch,
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Chrissy Meisterheim, Meagan Patterson, and
Taylor Grabow for judging our second annual
decorating contest. A tip-of-the-hat to all who
participated, and of course, to the winners.
The holiday magic we experienced is all
thanks to our kindhearted neighborhood
volunteers who are willing to lend a hand and
take time out of their busy schedules for our
community. We are incredibly grateful to all of
you.

Additionally, I want to express our
appreciation to Jeanette Jacobson, who
returned this month to help us publish
Hoofbeats from across the country. As many
know, 1]'s family home was impacted by the
devastating hurricanes on the East Coast. We
continue to pray for JJ and her family and are
thrilled that she continues to share her talents
and passion with us as the editor and
publisher of Hoofbeats.

As we jump into the New Year, the DLPOA is
thriving more than ever as a dynamic
community and homeowners association. I
am excited to introduce and congratulate our
newly elected board members: Julia Vander
Ploeg, Connor Lynch, and Jenny Litchfield.

Connor Jenny
I look forward to collaborating with them
alongside our returning board members: Jack
McNamara (our new Vice President), Adam
Buckman, and Karenna Dong, who will
continue as Secretary and Treasurer,
respectively. Additionally, on behalf of the
neighborhood, I'd like to thank Brian Little,
Chrissy Meisterhiem, and Joe Litchfield for
their invaluable service on the board last
year; your efforts contributed to making the
Lanes a great place to live!

Our goals for this new board year are focused
and clear: We will continue strengthening our
community spirit, maintaining our beloved
traditions, improving our trails and other
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Kareena

significant areas that need attention, and
working to keep our neighborhood safe. With
that in mind, I am excited to announce that
this month; we are kicking off improvements
to the front entrance of our neighborhood.
This project is part of last year's capital
improvement investment aimed at refreshing
our neighborhood entrance. We have a great
team of neighbors—Julie Hatch, Chrissy
Meisterheim, Jason Pearce, and Mike
Goldsmith—working together to give the front
entrance a much-needed facelift with new
fencing, boulders, and flowers. I'm excited to
see the final results, as I have no doubt it will
look great. Stay tuned for more updates on
future projects and events in the coming
months, and we welcome everyone to attend
a future board meeting and help in any way
you can.

Finally, let's keep our neighboring LA
communities in our thoughts and prayers as
they navigate the challenges posed by the
recent wildfires. It has been heartwarming to
see our community rally together in support,
a testament to our neighborhood's generosity
and spirit. I feel truly blessed to live alongside
you all in the best neighborhood in the South
Bay.

Here's to a prosperous new year filled with
cherished moments, success, and good
health!

Here's to a healthy and prosperous 2025.

See you around the Lanes.
-Babak
DLPOA President
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TRAIL GUIDELINES

Please read and familiarize yourself with the
basics of our Trail Guidelines:

1) Wednesdays and Thursdays are the days
for hay deliveries and manure pick up. No
other use is authorized on these days,
including any construction, tree trimming,
etc. Any other use of the trail requires a
request and approval of the DLPOA Board.

You can send a request to
dilpoamembers@gmail.com. Most requests
are approved, and we do ask that, if possible,
please schedule any work that requires the
use of the trails on Wednesdays and
Thursdays as riders are already expecting
some vehicles or additional activity so it won't
be a surprise. We also send out these
reminders to all DLPOA members and non-
resident members who utilize the trails and
private arena to help spread the word.

2) No bicycles, strollers, e-bikes, motorized
vehicles, golf carts, etc., are allowed on the
trails. The trails are for horses, riders and
pedestrians only. We do have some smaller
motorized vehicles and tractors that access
from time to time for maintenance and
inspection, but try to give notice of those and
also try to limit to Wednesdays and
Thursdays.

If you have any questions or would like to
discuss, please do not hesitate to reach out.
Joe Litchfield
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Chucks Corner:
HAPPY BIRTHDAYY

Happy January birthday wishes to:

Julia Ambrose, Brandon Dong, Valerie

Goodman, Grant Mogford, Robin Nagel

Farrokh-Siar, Carol Sefcheck & Wendy
Wattson
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Welcome to the Lanes:

Luke Anthony Buckman
12/20/24

Luke already knows a thing about timing. He
arrived right in time for Santa’s visit to the
Lanes. Clark, his big brother, is completely in
love but
did admit
“he is
really
annoying
when he
cries”.
Clark
likes to
help feed
him and
obviously
gives him
lots of
kisses
and
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attention. Welcome to the Lanes Luke!
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S¢corid «Irtivual Holidaq
Heotng Dgcoratirig Ceotitest

I'm sure everyone was wondering the same as
I was; how was the Mogford’s going to top last
years win in the Holiday Home decorating
contest? Apparently they decide to give the
rest of the neighborhood a fighting chance as
they simply participated with some pretty
white lights this year. Phew!

The judges still had their work cut out for them
as they were cruising and boozing and very
much enjoying the festive decorations. Julie
Hatch, head judge said at this rate we are
almost competing with the Christmas Light
neighborhood of Torrance! Judges needed
three trips around the Lanes before finally
deciding on the following winners for 2024:

Best Overall: Pauline Hall and her son Peter
@18 Dapplegray

Most Festive: The Brincat's @ 27 Sorrel

Most Unigue: The Pollock’s @ 55 Dappelgray

Most Griswold: The Schneider’s 83 Dapplegray
Honorable Mentions to the following families:

The Haesler’s
(Buckskin)
The Wattson’s (20

Dapplegray)

Congratulations
and Thank you
to all who
participated!
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Holiday Hors¢back Parad¢

With a dozen or so carolers on horseback, this
year was another successful cheerful event
bringing joy to ever

T e

Angelic voices and festive looking horses went
thought the neighborhood to spread Holiday
cheer.

The PLPOI Heliday Spirit

The Holiday spirit could be felt everywhere in
the Lanes! Jenny Litchfield added a new event
this
Season; the
Tree
Lightning!
Now why
on earth
didn’t we
think of
that
sooner?!
The
Ambroses
generously
offered up
their yard
to host the
Tree - Bl L
which I'm sure is a delightful change to the
Mexican pifiata lights Phil used to randomly
string in his large tree in prior years.

S



the upcoming Holiday parties.
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The Mogford’s and the Washington’s AKA
Kelly’s Korner provided the spectacular hot
cocoa bar in addition to decorating the Front
Entrance.

B

Larry Hoyne and Caroline Patton both agreed it
was one of the best hot chocolates stands ever.
Of course it was if the Mogford’s were setting it
up, duh! The Ramirez-Lazarov girls very much
enjoyed all the sweet treats, almost as much
as Larry.

Mike Paul and Debbie Schwartz bought their
Goldsmith granddaughter who loved the countdown... and
¢ then... the lights came on!!! WOW!

our Jack-of-
all-trades
built the tree
platform so
the tree could
be admired
from a
distance or at
least from my
former
bedroom
window. The
platform also

provided an

excellent

stage for

Adam

Buckman and Eunice Berman exclaimed “this is the best

Joe Litchfield neighborhood on the Peninsula! What a great
to tryout job!”

their new

funky dance Gail Cigliano summed up the evening; this was
moves for all the best night!!
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Sarta’s Yisit

“GET OUT OF THE HOT TUB, SANTA IS HERE"
yelled Sara Gelman!!! Things were getting a
bit frantic as the Gelman’s kids and grandsons
were all relaxing in the hot tub not expecting
Santa to arrive for another hour or so and he
actually showed up early! This year they must
have been extra good in the Gelman
household so Santa was eager to get there.

After they all scrambled out of the hot tub,
found some dry clothes to put on and ran
outside, Will, 4 years old said "I like that he
drove by us (our house) and took pictures and
that Mrs. Claus was there. I also like that he
brings presents to all the kids in the city...no
the world!!”

With 34 stops on his route this year, Santa’s
helpers reported the sleigh was very efficient.
Our Kids in the Lanes reporter Antoinette
Killam and Kate Hoyne were busy, busy along
the route taking pictures and finding out what
the kids had to say about the visit.

Cam Washington said he loves helping Santa
and seeing all the kids’ happy faces! Although
his face looked mighty happy too!
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This was apparently the year of lots and lots
of grandkids visiting with Santa.

Olivia, visiting her grandparents on Sorrel was
in typical toddler fashion less happy seeing
Santa.

Louisa, 3 years old brought her brother Jack
to visit Grandma Debbie and Grandpa Paul
Schwartz on Sorrell. Jack was the youngest
child ever to sit in Santa’s lap at 8 days old!!
Well, lap adjacent as he was technically
snuggled in his mom’s lap...
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Effi Meisterheim was super excited that Santa
brought her a present - again!!!

Cailin Pollock 12 years old says her favorite
part of Santa’s visit is getting on the big truck
and seeing how happy it makes everyone,
including her mom.

Her brother Nate 14 agreed; "It gets me
excited for Christmas when Santa visits us
and I get to see how fun and happy everyone

n”
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Santa and Mrs. Clause almost got crushed
when Brian Little and his frat brother Chris
Gerardi found out they were both on the Good
List for a change. They eagerly tried to
squeeze their butts onto Santa’s lap to tell
him what they wanted for Christmas; beer,
beer and their wives to parade in skimpy
outfits. Not surprisingly, that was every dads
wish. Brian and Chris were both so impressed
with Santa’s meticulous beard they promised
to grow one themselves for next year.
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Santa’s helpers were oh, so deer!
Kate Hoyne loves to help out with this event
and see the joy it brings to the children.

Charlotte Litchfield, college student, back
home from TCU wouldn’t miss Santa in the
Lanes for all the college frat parties in the
world! “It’s one of our busiest and favorite
family traditions” she exclaimed! The whole
family, grandparents, aunts, uncles and all
the cousins’ whole heartedly agrees with her!
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Jeffrey and Grayson McConnell, new
neighbors on Buckskin didn't find out about
Santa’s visit in time this year, but will be fully
prepared for next year!

The Schneider kids were eagerly waiting at
the end of Dapplegray. Fortunately, they
could enjoy the Best Griswold lights while
doing so! Miles said he likes watching Santa’s
sleigh with all the lights come down the
street. Annabelle likes having hot cocoa while
waiting for Santa and Emily likes getting a
special present early from Santa.

Debby Cherry had all her grandkids eagerly
waiting for Santa and they were all thrilled to
get a special gift again this year.
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After 17 incredible years of living in the
Lanes, we are moving...not far though, just to
Redondo Beach. It is extremely bittersweet to
leave the house and the neighborhood where
we raised our children, Isabel and Alex, but
are excited for the next adventure.

The Marshall girls, Madeline and Kenna who
for the last few years have missed Santa due
to family engagements finally got a chance to
visit with Santa and Mrs. Clause! Oh joy!
Madeline absolutely loved helping decorating
the sleigh and equally loved helping Santa as
one of his little elves! She had the best time
contribution to the magic in the Lanes.

From the endless hours of Jeff and Alex
playing catch on the front lawn to all the
legendary parties and events we attended, we
will forever cherish the big and small
moments of living on Dapplegray Lane. It is
truly a special place. We thank you for
welcoming us all those years ago and look
forward to visiting all the wonderful and
generous friends we have made.

Much love and thanks,

Jeff & Rachel Forman

Thank you to everyone who
helped make the Lanes the
most magical place this
Holiday Season!
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HOALIDAY PARTY

“Look at all my balls!” exclaimed the proud
hostess who had decorated with lots and lots
of Christmas balls. So many in fact that
hostess Bethany had to give a special balls
tour to some of the party attendants. This
was naturally appreciated by all the female
party goers.

Dr. Jeff Goodman was there inspecting
everyone’s Invisalign and reminiscing about
when his wife Valerie talked him into living
this laidback life style in the Lanes not
realizing at the time there is nothing laidback
about being a horse owner.

Julie Hatch was also reminiscing about how
she snagged the man in the Lanes with the
most broken bones; Fred Hatch! Turned out
they used to be neighbors in Torrance and
decided it was much more economical sharing
1 house than paying 2 mortgages.

e g
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Bruce Walker was looking forward to
defending his Beer Pong title from last years
Holiday Party but the lack of willing opponents
put the kabash on his dream. It's also difficult
to do beer pong when your host is a wine
connoisseur.

We are ready for
the Christmas Party.
We've got wine,
champagne, food, and
a carpet cleaner

Dave Shaw was holding court with his
amusing stories from his years of living in
Alaska. He may have slayed.. or spayed a
bear with his bare hands or worked on a
pipeline.. I'm easily confused.

Dave Shaw and Adam Buckman
Adam Buckman who brought his wife Becky
Buckman on Buckskin along - was receiving
all kinds of child rearing advice from the party
goers who were all hiding from their own kids.
The consensus was going from one to two is a
huuuuge game changer.

Brenda Duran was enjoying the charcuterie
board almost as much as she’s happy not
being on the board anymore. She was after all
the DLPOA treasury for 107 years. “Just when
I thought I was out, they pull me back in”.
She was sharing all the stories over her
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tenure with Babak and several other party
guests.

In addition to the festive decorations, the
largest charcuterie table in history was
enjoyed by the guests; cheese and more
cheese. If you are a cheese lover, the cheese
was really

Matt Bandy

| Bette Burlée Iancll

Not quite as beautiful as Bette Burke who was
helping Matt Bandy plan his upcoming travel
schedule to her beloved Ireland.

Lulu, Adam, Chrdissy and Gerd

Lulu Bryant was sharing her favorite Austrian
holiday traditions; the one where you walk
around with large brooms and spank
everyone’s bottoms. Bruumbuutomschpankin
in the native Austrian dialect... Say that out
loud! It's almost as fun to say as “Becky
Buckman on Buckskin”!
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(It's really called Krampusnacht if you want to
google it). This story went very well with the
vintage bottle of wine shared by the host
Andrew Gombert.

Chrissy Meisterheim who couldn’t decide if
she enjoyed the Balls Tour or the wine
sampling more... was looking forward to
sharing the Brumbuutomschpankin tradition
with Jeff once she got home.

Jack McNamara, who obviously judging by his
hot looking outfit used to be in a boy-band,
brought his number one groupie - I mean his
wife Patricia! (I'm not kidding here; he was
actually in a band, hence his hotness!)

The 3 hottest looking party guests

Fintan Burke, wearing his most fashionable
scarf was considering hiring Jack for his next
musical gig at the Irish B&B he is running with
Bette.

Needless to say a good time was had by all in
attendance. If you missed this party — don’t
do it next year!
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Florida — California CATASROPHIES

“Can you smell my rug”? I asked my
newfound bestest friends Scott and Judy at
the Gator Laundromat. Still smelled like salt
water and sewage... Another item going in the
dumpster after 3 separate washes didn't
remove the rust stains or the double icky
smell combination. In the weeks to come we
did 67 loads of laundry in desperate attempts
to salvage a tiny fraction of our belongings.

Todd and I have now
lived in Treasure Island
Florida, for 3 years.

# Each year upon our

= return from the
beloved DLPOA BBQ
we've had to
immediately evacuate
for hurricanes. Our
daughter now refers to us as her "Worse pet
sitting clients ever”.

Past hurricanes have created a bit of a mess
in our yard; power has been out for a little
while and the occasional roof tile has been
damaged, so nothing could have prepared us
for the devastation Hurricane Helene (& Milton
a week later) brought to the West coast of
Florida the day after we returned from the
BBQ in September, 2024. Little did I know at
the time, that the BBQ would be the last time
I ever wore those cool looking cowboy boots
of mine. Or that we wouldn’t have any shoes
left at all on September 28™ besides the ones
we wore when we evacuated...

As I sit here finally ready to publish the first
Hoofbeats since September, it's impossible
not to reflect on the unprecedented
challenges our community has faced in the
wake of Hurricane Helene and Milton. Two of
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the most devastating storms ever to hit our
region, they left entire neighborhoods
unrecognizable. Homes were flooded, lives
upended and a sense of normalcy was lost in
the chaos. The trauma of losing our home,
our belongings, my sanity and the
neighborhood we’ve come to love is
indescribable. 375,000 people displaced all
looking for alternative housing.

Yet in the face of such adversity, the
outpouring of support and compassion from
our family and friends has been nothing short
of remarkable. People jumped on planes to
help us, people offered up shelter and
assistance in all kinds of creative ways,
embodying the very essence of what the word
HELP truly means! Neighbors helping each
other, bonding, and sharing resources, it's in
moments like these when humanity comes
together and shines its brightest!

It's with heavy hearts that we have been
following the news of the fires in LA as our
friends in the Palisades having lost their
homes are now facing a similar situation to
ours but under different circumstances. We
feel their pain and share the internal turmoil
they are experiencing. Four months after our
catastrophe, we are nowhere close to being
back to normal. There is still a looong way to
go and they will be facing the same types of
struggles before returning to “Normal” after
this tragedy. Yet I do have faith in our mutual
resilience.

Todd and I want to express a sincere and
heartfelt Thank
You to each and
every one of
you for all of
your support
during these
challenging
times. These 2
words don’t
seem quite
enough to
convey how much it meant to us.

It meant the world to us.

1] & Todd
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SUMMER BBQ 2024

“If the band doesn’t play any Taylor Swift
songs we will see a munchkin riot on the
dance floor” predicted Adam Buckman as the
band kicked off.

Alexis 5 34
old who was
wearing her
best sparkly
§ shoes to the
BBQ was
enjoying
dancing with
her friend
Kalee, 6
years old
almost as
much as they
both enjoyed
. running with
sticks.

In true BBQ

~ tradition,
everyone was
mingling,
catching up
with

Hoofbeats

Dec 22

neighbors and enjoying the gorgeous evening
as they arrived to the arena.

Tony Cigliano, 8 years old was busy catching
lizards. When he finally caught one, he quickly
named it Bob. His little brother Luis was
happy running around in the ring getting dirty
as one does at this age.

Trac and Linkoln Beck were looking forward to
flag football in the dirt. Other typical
activities kids look forward to at the
barbeque! They brought the family along!

Matty Little 5 years old and his bestest buddy
Vincie Dimeglio 4 couldn’t wait to play some
soccer in the dirt while proudly sporting their
matching Silver Shark tattoos.
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said she loves the ribs at the BBQ. Apparently
she wasn’t the only one raving about the ribs!

Dr. Joel Gelman, who professed “"We are so
fortunate to have an event & venue like this”
I'm not sure how my conversation with April couldn’t make up his mind which one was the
and Vince most flavorful, the ribs or the brisket...
Dimeglio (our
neighborhood
slow dancing
champions
and
accidental
Sorrel
residents)
went from
house
location
conversation
to discussing
why Vince
gets winded
in bed?!
Hmmm, these are the types of conversations
that easily happen during the BBQ.

Ella, 9 yrs old was looking forward to having
some great meat. She said her dad cooks a
lot of meat. Maybe he could get the recipe

from the meat guys?! Her friend Caroline, 8
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The bartenders, Brandon and Kareena Dong were both
who according to savoring ALL the food in-between trying to
AJ Poulin are keep up with Leighton, who danced so hard
excellent her boots disappeared!!

conversationalist,
agreed with Dr
Gelman'’s
diagnosis; Brisket
is insane!!

; -4 Jeff Meisterheim
Smoke Show BBQ with his trusted Meat Men
had after
all been
busy
since
Friday
smoking
the
brisket
and the
ribs.
There
was a lot
of TLC
going into
this
process.

Chris Shaw on
guitar had me and a
few others dancing
pre-dinner.

Shaun Carney &
Band provided the

- tunes later in the

. evening for working
off all that delicious
food we all ate.

They also made the sides this year! Cindy
Gelman decided the beans were the best
we’'ve ever had! I think we can all agree on
that!
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One of the many, many selfies I took this
evening...catching up with Christy Hoyne and
Jenny Zack.

Debbi Cherry could be heard conversing about
her new driveway, which she is almost as
proud of as her granddaughter Kara’s mile
record as an 8" grader at Miraleste! She
brought her daughter Becky Cohu and super
sprinter granddaughter Kara along for the
evenings festivities. Debbi, who by the way is
blessed with the most incredible athletic
grandkids!

Emilee Little, who just jumped from 8 directly
to 10 yrs old was focused on the upcoming
Halloween in the neighborhood and couldn’t
wait to get jump scared in the Mogford’s
Halloween Housel!

Marcelo Povolo was happy to be out with his 2
daughters... ops, that’s Monica, his wife, on
the left! They couldn’t believe how fast all the
kids in the neighborhood are growing up...
weren’t most of them just 8?1?!
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Gary and Lisa Johnson were out showing off Lily Gombert, 12 years old attended the BBQ
their cool matching outfits and resting up for the 3™ time and said she loves all the food
after their intense dancing to ABBA at the and hanging out with her friend Alexa Povolo.

botanical Gardens this summer.

Dana Weaver was batting her metallic purple
eyelashes on the dance floor and
confessed she was inspired by
Megan Patterson who had the same
eyelashes batting at last years BBQ.

Eric and Patti Johnson were out to take a
break from their daily smooching on
their couch to smooching at the
arena. Mixing it up!




Page 19

Cathy Litchfield told me she was looking
forward to Dapplegray winning the annual
Tug-of War again. I blame Jeff and his meat
men for the Dapplegray loss in the Tug-Of-
War. The food was so fantastic that most of
the folks from Dapplegray were still licking
the rib juices off their fingers when the tug-
of-war started. These guys however were
very ready to pull on the rope!

The Buckskin/Sorrell side was almost twice
the size which brought them the win this
year. Congratulations!

The annual barbeque is a big event to
organize with lots of people to thank;

Joe Litchfield for dragging the ring, AJ Poulin,
Adam Buckman and Jack McNamara for
monkeying around in the trees AKA trimming
the trees, Chrissy Meisterheim, Megan
Patterson April Dimeglio and Robin Farrokh-
Siar for clean up & set up.

Extremely hot meat men; Jeff Meisterheim,
Mike Trout, Todd Jacobson and Tim McCarthy
for 18 hours plus of serious trimming,
chopping, stirring, cooking, smoking and
occasionally sampling to make sure it was
delicious. Kim Little for the beautiful table
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decorations that really set the mood later on!
Please forgive me if I forgot anyone. Thanks
to everyone for coming and making this the
fun community event we all love!
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A By Thank yo—wSMwary. Clavse
From all the Big Kuds... and Clark un tire Lanes!!

The Hoofbeats is a publication of the Dapplegray Lanes Property Owners Association and is distributed free to members of the DLPOA. If you have any
questions or would like to contribute to the publication in any way, we are always looking for article contributions and volunteers to help. Please call or
email any Board member or send an email to dlpoamembers@gmail.com.

Dapplegray Lanes Property Owners Association (DLPOA) 85 Buckskin Lane Rolling Hills Estates, California 90274
www. Dapplegraylanes.com



